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SENnet partner meeting 8 October 2013

The meeting took place in conjunction with the peer learning visit to Austria and began at 13:30. It was kindly hosted by the tourism school, Bad Hofgastein. All partners except MONE (Turkey) were represented.

Roger introduced some key points from the workplan for SENnet (including WP5 Evaluation) and proposed a ‘flipped classroom’ approach – making the most of time together to discuss issues and reading and following up online asynchronously (this report includes some such items). 

Universal Design for Learning: research and good practice
Silvia and Patrizia outlined progress on WP2. The thematic Study Year II (Universal Design for Learning) will be updated with the translation of the Estonian part. There was discussion of the translated PT case studies and whether they are more appropriate for an updated Year 1 thematic study (on mainstreaming learners and the role of ICT) and it was agreed to include at one in the UDL report (on the student with dyslexia) and add the other two to an updated Year 1 report. No contribution from Turkey has been received to date. In Denmark where no evidence of UDL was reported, it was agreed that UNI-C would report on examples of UDL in practice if not in name. In Italy, for example, UDL was found in classrooms and reported in the case study, i.e. UDL without knowing it. There are many scientific papers on UDL in Italy, and even courses for teachers (e.g. how to plan a lesson according to UDL principles), but not much in schools and only one official document. Maybe it’s early days and there will be a cascade – will it be different in a few years? UDL is good for personalisation strategies for specific cases, differentiation, having special cases in mind, multiple ways in to learning. In Estonia, UDL was reported as unknown in the ministry of education and universities, but a maths teacher in a special school for cognitive and autism used it, without knowing. A video has been filmed of his work. In Portugal the case studies are of specific students (dyslexia, tetraplegia, multiple disabilities – all having special support). UDL principles can be seen to be at work. The school case study in national report is good, ‘UDL inspired’ according to Ida.

It was agreed to update all three thematic reports in 2014 and published. Partners will tag case study videos separately for the Learning Resource Exchange (WP3).

This year’s Annual report on innovation will be about games and inclusion, supplemented by a short survey of partners, reports from conferences, DGE report (from Jan), etc.

Topics for the 2014 thematic report were discussed. They included assessment, inc. access to OECD/PISA tests, e-safety, because it requires a different approach, including consideration for keyboard accidental misuse etc., inclusion in schools with a different (democratic) approach, e.g. Freinet, mobile devices in SEN (tablets and smartphones), digital resources for SEN, specific disabilities and the role of ICT to support it (e.g. behaviour). Given the list, there could be multiple topics, e.g. Ida proposed a case study on inclusion of SEN pupils in a democratic public school, to go in the 2014 annual innovation report. It was agreed that the theme will be Mobile devices for inclusion (tablets plus smartphones - didactic use, accessibility, e-safety). If no classes are found with tablets (e.g. Portugal), then case studies could focus on personal use by students with special needs. INDIRE will prepare a template.

Accessibility to digital content: results of survey of ministries and open licence resources, identifying and categorising useful digital resources

Leo reported and asked what to do now that national resources are tagged (except for Turkey) and the survey of ministries complete (SENnet D3.2 Report Availability of SEN resources v03.docx). Questions:
· To extend the tagging to international collections of resources e.g. OATS? 
· Publishing the raw results of the survey of ministries, which includes all resources proposed?
· A database of resources separate from the LRE?
· The SENnet metadata profile

It was agreed that the goal should be to agree titles for registration in the database and eventually the LRE. 

Italy reported that it was difficult to obtain a clear view from developers about the open licence. INDIRE had to guide them about Creative Commons etc. and this was a valuable learning experience for the developers.  There was also the ‘Travel well’ issue and the fact that resources heavy in Italian might not be useful in other countries. Spanish, UK and international (e.g. UNESCO) titles are to be added. An emerging is was what to do with resources specific for learners with SEN and resources used by teachers (e.g. concept maps). A Top ten tools for teachers to use for creating content would be useful.

As for the LRE work, it was noted that it is difficult to tag repositories (some are federated anyway, e.g. BE) and so they should not be included, but listed in a separate database (bullet 3 above). Next steps are to register more titles (inc. UK items, items already in the LRE, and WP2 case study videos - use the Other tag ‘professional development’) and add to LRE. Could INDIRE work on the Spanish list provided by the Spanish MoE? INDIRE suggested adding new terms to the typology, e.g. case study video – CPD types of resources.

Action: Could Elena check if the Estonian national repository is connected to the LRE?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Elena Schulman (EUN) sent a written update on the Database of Resources and the SENnet metadata profile. Partners have been asked (email 20th September 2013) to translate new terms added to the profile into their language. There are currently (see summary at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i60wwBuOmt1N1yqxk0aabaZC2-CL-1B9fxdMble_DT4/viewanalytics) 116 resources tagged (the target is 200), in Spanish, Dutch, English, Danish, Portuguese, Italian, Turkish, Estonian and German. There is a good range of types:
	assessment
	9
	4%

	blog
	2
	1%

	broadcast
	3
	1%

	course
	2
	1%

	demonstration
	24
	11%

	drill and practice
	28
	13%

	educational game
	31
	14%

	experiment
	1
	0%

	exploration
	18
	8%

	guide
	11
	5%

	lesson plan
	5
	2%

	presentation
	16
	7%

	textbook
	3
	1%

	tool
	20
	9%

	video sharing platform
	0
	0%

	wiki
	1
	0%

	Other
	42
	19%



The most common Access Modes are 'visual' and 'textual'; PDFs are the most common media types; for Adaptation Types, 'Alternative Text', 'Audio Description' and 'Captions' are the most prevalent; for Display Transformability - 'Font Face', 'Font Size' and 'Background Color' are overwhelmingly the most prevalent. When marked, 'Educational Complexity' was evenly split between enriched and simplified.

EUN will be developing an accessible interface for accessing and searching for SEN resources.

A short and informative video about metadata is here: http://www.a11ymetadata.org and could be embedded in our information pages (thanks to Marcella of the European Agency for this).

Raising teachers’ awareness and competence in technology for special needs
Ida reported on teacher education in the short time available. Belgium has not yet tested the modules but it is planned for the month of October. Denmark and Turkey were asked for their plans as Ida needs some evidence that the modules were indeed tested (just an adaptation/translation of content will not fulfill the goals of this WP). An enriching learning experience will involve readings, information searches, discussions, interaction among participants, individual/team work, production of artifacts, hands-on activities, etc. A self-learning approach will require an evaluation feedback of 10 or more participants (by survey, interview or other methodological instrument). Each partner is asked to give Ida some feedback by the end of the current year how each one plans to contribute to WP4. [Following the meeting Italy and Denmark sent comments to Ida on future plans.] Access instructions to the Moodle platform are appended. 

There is a new module on OER in English (English screencast about it at http://www.screencast.com/t/pUwdOsEMeW). The OER module in Portuguese will be tested by Nov-Dec, as an autonomous discipline in Moodle, with the same approach as the previous online course, in a co-tutor basis, having as facilitators Ida and another colleague involved previously. It will have the duration of approx. 1 month. Next year Ida is considering to articulate with a Polytechnic HE institution the organization of a Portuguese MOOC, reviewing the whole online course (including OER) and opening it to teachers in general, dealing with SEN pupils/students. This will be a challenge and a risk, but if it succeeds it will cover many more participants.

In 2014 could a MOOC be achieved? An Italian MOOC would be difficult in terms of time and resource, but there is a plan to exploit all SENnet outputs in Italy via the national portal. At EUN the possibility of adding a module to the Future Classroom Lab MOOC on SEN / inclusion could be developed as a prototype for a future bid. A video was shown of Perspectives on disability, by Illinois University: http://j.mp/niumooc13 . 

Roger reported on dissemination and exploitation of results in the final year of the funding. There is now a mailing list subscription widget on the SENnet website to build up the community of practice. A brochure is in preparation and will be sent to partners for comments. There is a special needs workshop at EMINENT 2013 in Helsinki (permission has been requested from the Commission for travel to a country where there is no SENnet partner). An extension of one month could be requested in order for SENnet to be part of EMINENT 2014 in December 2014 (Switzerland).

Management: following the meeting EUN sent a progress tracking form asking partners to complete it with their plans for 2014, in order to identify any potential under-spends to be reallocated. The Commission have accepted the interim report and approved the second stage payment on receipt of a bank guarantee from EUN.

It was agreed to hold the next meeting in Lisbon, Portugal, Monday lunchtime to Tuesday late afternoon, 31 March – 1 April 2014. There will be a meeting in Brussels in May (provisional date 28-29 May) coinciding with a planned ICT4IAL project seminar on access to information, and a final meeting possibly in Estonia subject to room hire and catering costs being covered.

The meeting closed at 16:00. A video compilation of the visits and meetings has been produced by Ida: https://www.wevideo.com/hub/#media/ci/103730463. Thank you Ida!


MOODLE ACCESS INSTRUCTIONS

MOODLE URL:  http://moodle.dgidc.min-edu.pt/
Enter area: Educação Especial
[image: cid:image003.png@01CD0839.DEF0E620]
Enter discipline: Inclusion and Accessing Technologies
[image: cid:image004.png@01CD083A.BDE8D310]
Username is the same as password, which corresponds to your first part of email - ie: roger.blamire / u.simmetsberger / etc.
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TOPIC 6 – OER
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